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PROPHETIC ILLUSION 



GEORGE P. MAINS, D.D., LL.D. 
New York City 



It cannot be denied that in this age 
an evolutionary philosophy is furnishing 
the working hypothesis for the world's 
most constructive thought. A chief 
note in the best philosophy and science 
of the day is the prophetic. But as 
between the predictive ideals and ful- 
filment there is always an expansive 
territory of illusion. In universal nature 
man is the supreme goal of evolution. 
Evolutionistic creation, through all its 
eonian processes, has wrought slowly 
but surely toward the production of 
man. Man is the finality of the creative 
process. Beyond him no superior order 
is to be expected. But ideally, how 
greatly disappointing in realization is 
the present race of men! 

As if to give concrete exhibition of 
the real ideals of the evolutionary pro- 
cess history has now and then staged 
itself with a great genius. Moses, 
Isaiah, Plato, St. Paul, Augustine, 
Luther, Shakespeare, Dante, Newton, 
Darwin, Lincoln — these and their like 
are names that glorify history. They 
luminously translate the high possi- 
bilities of the race. But far beneath 
the altitudes where such have dwelt how 
populous are the shadowed and obscure 
plains where dwell the hordes which 
have as yet developed but a rudi- 
mentary and anemic intellectual and 
ethical life! 

But let the true note of history be 
still that of prophecy. The redeeming 
fact is that men, all men, however 



depressed their present status, are 
potential of infinite improvement, of 
unmeasured attainments in character 
and in wisdom. The highest ideals of 
evolution, its confident promise of a per- 
fect humanity yet to be, are at best 
prophecies' of slow fulfilment. The dis- 
ciples of evolution, as those of Hebrew 
prophecy, so far as the present order is 
concerned and as decided by all the 
larger measurements of the situation, 
will die without sight or experience of 
fruitioned ideals. 

Consulting history, nothing seems 
more in evidence than that spirit of 
illusion which utters itself as a very 
negation of prophecy. Sir Thomas 
Moore wrote his Utopia; but Sir Thomas 
died on the block. In the thirties 
Victor Hugo predicted in glowing terms 
the near time when kings and despots 
would be displaced, when enlightened 
democracies would hold triumphant 
sway. But Hugo himself lived to see 
his own loved France more than once 
plunged in revolution and in blood, her 
fairest cities sacked and devastated by 
ruthless conquest. If he were now 
living he might be tempted to think that 
the very cosmos is in diabolical con- 
spiracy against his holiest ideals. It 
was but yesterday when the grounds of 
optimism for the world's future weal 
seemed more numerous, more rich, more 
obvious than ever before. A more con- 
fident^ deeper, a more widely voiced note 
of prophecy for the future of humanity 
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than has ever before found expression 
in human thought has uttered itself in 
our very day. The seers of righteous- 
ness, of human brotherhood, of social 
justice and morality, of business equity, 
of political cleanness, of the rights of the 
individual, of a sacred educational 
heritage for childhood, of world-peace, 
were never clearer-visioned, never 
nobler in prophetic ideals, never more 
hope-inspired than those of this genera- 
tion who have mused upon world- 
problems while the fires have burned 
within their very bones. 

But just now, when the voices of 
these prophets have been heard most 
impressively throughout the world, as 
in a very cosmic mockery of the most 
inspiring and most sacred human hopes, 
like a sudden eruption from some vast 
and hidden inferno, the passions of 
hellish war are devastating the fairest 
fields of civilization, burning cities, 
spoliating the world's most treasured art, 
ruthlessly murdering alike defenseless 
old men and little children, and in a 
spirit of indescribable fiendishness com- 
mitting wholesale outrage against the 
most beautiful womanhood of the world. 
It can be no wonder that the faith of 
many good people in the righteous reign 
of God over the earth is staggered. In 
times like these none but they who have 
a titanic grip upon the undying prin- 
ciples of righteousness and who have the 
prophetic vision of God's invincible 
rule in history can be calm and hope- 
ful for the future of the world. Yet 
all this is but the repetition of a 
grim historic story. Against the 
sunniest skies of prophecy there may 
suddenly pile the unlooked-for storm 
cloud from whose bosom shall leap the 



thunders of alarm and the bolts of 
death. 

The premise of a future ideal moral 
realm in the earth inheres inevitably 
in a righteous monotheism. It must be 
admitted that the time-long conception 
relating to the predictive character of 
Old Testament prophecy has been much 
modified and revised under the tests of 
recent critical thought. One may still 
hold this or that view of the prophet's 
inspired prescience concerning distinc- 
tive future events. Irrespective of all 
this, however, it need not be doubted 
that the conception of a sovereign God, 
almighty, holy, the sway of whose 
scepter is as enduring as time, as wide 
as human interests, furnished to the 
prophet a lofty and matchless vision 
from which, from the standpoint of 
moral statesmanship alone, he could 
not fail to utter sublimest predictions 
for the future of humanity. If there be 
such a God, a God whose administration 
relates itself as a chief end to the moral 
destinies of the human race, then this 
Being must in the very necessities of the 
case be now and always creating and 
directing the processes which must 
finally ultimate in a reign of righteous- 
ness on the earth. On this premise 
there is ample ground for visioning 
sublime and most prophetic predictions. 
It is on precisely this ground that the 
most inspirational and far-seeing modern 
prophets are predicting with confidence 
and luminous logic a surely coming 
civilization of righteousness in the earth. 

There is no thought among men so 
imperishable as this prophetic hope. 
This hope is most cherished where 
thought is most clear, most seerlike, 
most philanthropic. There are no 
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stupidities in civilization, no apparent 
reversions to barbarism, no volcanic 
upheavals of the moral order, which, all 
combined, are forceful enough to remand 
this hope permanently to the back- 
ground. It is like a cosmic force. It 
works in the world's thought like seed 
which the husbandman plants in the 
spring soil. It is there the prophecy 
of future fields rich and golden with 
ripened harvests. 

If the moral instincts of humanity 
are to be trusted, then the hope of a 
coming kingdom of righteousness in the 
earth is founded upon no misleading 
premise. The prophetic note is a voice 
of the eternal order. It utters the most 
vital message, the most uplifting hope, 
ever heard in our human world. If an 
imperishable survival is a test of truth, 
then by this test is the prophetic voice 
proved to be the truest thing in history. 
What destructive ages have passed since 
the period of the old Hebrew prophets! 
Historic civilizations, great empires, 
mighty cities drunken with world- 
commerce and merchandise, the homes 
of great arts, literatures, and inventions, 
have risen and perished since the days 
of these old teachers. The proudest 
material monuments of that ancient 
world are mostly mantled in oblivion. 
The prizes which lured the ambitions 
of kings and of warriors are now lost 
and unknown. But the moral teachings 
of these old prophets are today as vivid 
and lustrous as though born of the 
inspirations of yesterday. That eternal 
thing, the moral sense of mankind, gives 
hospitality and indorsement of these 
teachings as though they were freshly 
passed down from the smoke and 
lightnings of a new Sinai. These men 



had such direct vision of God as to 
make their utterances forever elemental. 
Their appeal to man's moral nature 
comes ever like a revelation new born. 
There is such enduring quality and 
authority in their ideals as to make all 
the material ambitions of history seem 
poor and perishable in comparison. 
These great and simple-hearted seers 
seemed to take primary hold upon the 
most valuable and imperishable truths 
of the moral universe. Man, universal 
man, in the court of highest authority 
and by all that is best in him, pays 
ceaseless and full tribute to the supreme 
and undying values of these ancient 
teachings. If there be such a fact as 
truth, divine, therefore invincible, truth; 
truth that will finally transform the 
human world and bring God's paradise 
to earth, then the prophet of all men is 
surely God's spokesman. 

But that of which we may not feel 
so sure is the method of fulfilment. It 
is within historic demonstration to 
assert that, of prophetic schedules, of 
definite chronologies and diagrams of 
fulfilment which have endlessly em- 
ployed biblical interpretation, most of 
them by far are now seen to be worth- 
less. The argument from "prophetic 
prediction" which in the past has been 
so stoutly used to prove the infallible 
inspiration of the Old Testament is 
now largely superseded in the thought 
of biblical scholarship. This is not to 
be construed as denying a predictive 
element in biblical prophecy. That 
question is not here under discussion. 
The fact here to be emphasized is that 
the very conception of a sovereign and 
holy God, a God whose government 
of the universe works supremely to 
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moral ends, in itself furnished the most 
inspirational and adequate grounds for 
the kind of prediction so richly set forth 
in Old Testament prophecy. No in- 
spirational and poetic thinker with 
Isaiah's views of the Divine Sovereignty 
could fail to share Isaiah's vision of the 
coming glory of God's Kingdom in the 
earth. So far as this world is concerned 
it must be a very chief function of a 
righteous Sovereign to bring righteous- 
ness to pass among men. The logic 
of this view was an unescapable influ- 
ence, an impelling inspiration, in the 
minds of the great prophets. That they 
so clearly foresaw the times in which, 
and the processes by which, the definite 
fulfilments of their predictions should 
come to pass is quite another question. 
It looks as though in very many, indeed 
in most, cases their optimistic anticipa- 
tion quite outran the fact of fulfilment 
itself. It would also appear that the 
final moral fulfilments in most cases, 
so far as they have come to pass, have 
come with a setting of circumstance and 
scenery quite different from any imagery 
which originally inhered in the prophet's 
mind. 

In any event no one with clear vision 
can review the field of prophecy, and 
this in the largest scope, including bibli- 
cal, poetic, and scientific prophecy, and 
escape the impression that it is all 
haloed with an atmosphere of illusion. 
One of the most graphic of early Hebrew 
stories is that of the migration of Abra- 
ham, who in obedience to God's call left 
his native Haran to journey to a land 
of which he knew not, but to which 
God would lead him. In this new do- 
main God took him to the seashore and 
bade him count the sands thereof, and 



then pointed him to the star-crowded 
Syrian night, assuring him that as the 
sands of the seashore or the stars of 
the night for multitude so should be 
his posterity. From a high vantage- 
ground, as far as he could look, north, 
south, east, west, the rich land was 
promised as a possession to him and to 
his seed forever. At least five times is 
it recorded that God met Abraham to 
renew unto him this covenant of blessing. 
His seed was to possess the gates of his 
enemies, and through them were all the 
nations of the earth to be blessed. 

This picture is one of the most allur- 
ing preserved to us from the ancient 
world. But Abraham's personal life 
was one of hardships and disappoint- 
ments. His herdsmen quarreled with 
the herdsmen of Lot, and thus he was 
separated from his favorite nephew. 
The tribes of the lands made war upon 
him and turned his life into a military 
turmoil. He did indeed become rich 
in herds. But finally in old age he 
gave up the ghost and was buried, him- 
self never having experienced, much 
less probably apprehended, either the 
significance or the fulfilment of the 
covenant promises. 

Israel, the covenant people, was in 
sore bondage in Egypt. God raised 
up for this nation of slaves a deliverer 
and a leader. He was to bring the 
people to a "Land of Promise." And 
with what allurement is the picture of 
this land set before these pilgrims! 
Their new home of freedom was to be 
in "a good land, a land of brooks of 
water, of fountains and depths that 
spring out of valleys and hills; a land 
of wheat, and barley, and vines, and 
fig trees and pomegranates; a land of 
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oil, olive, and honey; a land in which 
they should eat bread without scarce- 
ness, and in which they should not lack 
anything; a land whose stones were iron, 
and out of whose hills they should dig 
brass." To be sure their enjoyment of 
this land was conditioned upon their 
obedience to the covenant command- 
ments. But what is the real history? 
The generation that left Egypt died in 
the desert. Not even Moses was per- 
mitted to set foot upon the land to 
whose very gateways he led the migra- 
tion. The land, once entered upon, was 
found to be full of armed and resisting 
foes, and every part of its possession 
had to be fought for. The very altars 
of Jehovah had to be reared, if at all, in 
the midst of surrounding and powerful 
idolatries. The Canaanite was in the 
land, and his corrupting touch so lured 
the life of Israel that for centuries it was 
the continuous struggle of judge, of 
king, and of prophet to save the very 
life of the nation from idolatrous sub- 
mergence. A theocracy was under- 
taken; but the barbarous habits and 
idolatrous tastes and affiliations of the 
people defeated its purpose. 

The brilliant period of the Davidic 
dynasty arose. A glorious temple to 
Jehovah was reared in Jerusalem. At 
the altars of this temple there ministered 
a great priesthood. Under its arches 
was conducted a most impressive pa- 
geant of ritual. There came something 
of a national discernment and hope that 
the ancient covenants entered into with 
Abraham and Moses were about to 
fruit in blessed realization. The tragic 
fact, however, is that Israel as a nation 
never arose to its moral opportunities. 
Idolatry, Mammon-worship, social im- 



morality, and a whole brood of kindred 
iniquities wrought a spiritual paralysis 
in the general fife of the nation and 
robbed the people as a whole of the 
covenanted inheritance. 

Passing the long and checkered his- 
tory we place ourselves in the noonday 
of Hebrew prophecy. Here we are 
carried to the very heights of Israel's 
loftiest and purest vision. The holiness 
of God nowhere else in the Old Testa- 
ment literature appears so clearly and 
impressively as here. God's sovereign 
ways in history nowhere else are so 
attested. His distinctive love for Israel 
is nowhere so gloriously emphasized. 
In the interests of this small but chosen 
people he makes Cyrus, the mightiest 
king of the ancient world, act the part 
of his servant and messenger. At the 
time of these later writers the earlier 
prophetic hopes of the Jewish people had 
been shattered by the utter destruction 
of both the northern and the southern 
kingdoms. The glorious temple on 
Mount Zion had been laid in ruins and 
ashes. The flower of the nation had 
been forced into a distant and appar- 
ently hopeless captivity. Yet at this 
very time the Isaiahic prophecies for 
Israel were glowing with a sublime 
optimism. A clear October night 
jeweled from dome to horizon line with 
brilliant constellations could not be 
more wonderful to contemplate than the 
majesty of Isaiah's predictions for 
Israel. And all this when the nation 
was without a throne, without a temple, 
and its people were ostracized and home- 
sick in captivity. 

To all human appearances nothing 
could be more forbidding and hopeless 
than the material conditions of Israel at 
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this period. Indeed the people them- 
selves had largely lost faith. But in 
the prophet's soul there was supreme 
confidence. The ability and integrity 
of the covenant-keeping God filled his 
vision. In his own construction of the 
meaning of the covenants he could allow 
no place for doubt, however forbidding 
apparent conditions, that God would 
surely fulfil his ancient promises to 
Israel. It was evident to the prophet 
that large numbers of those in captivity 
were materialized and sodden in spirit. 
They seemed poor material from which 
to retrieve the prophetic fortunes of a 
nation ordained for a divine and super- 
lative mission for mankind. But in the 
prophet's vision a mere remnant of this 
people was to prove the effective link 
between all of God's pregnant promises 
of the past and the realization of that 
kingdom of righteousness whose triumph 
and glory were yet to fill the earth. 

Note the historic sequences. Cyrus 
officially permits, and prepares the way 
for, the return of a colony of Jewish 
captives from Babylon and other 
provinces to Jerusalem. What could 
be more heartening than the prophet's 
description of the return march of 
these captives? In the light of the 
real history we are forced to conclude, 
at least to infer, that the prophet's high 
hope and enthusiasm over the return 
to Jerusalem of its own people inspired 
him to an idealization whose optimism 
altogether outstripped any realization 
which these returned captives were ever 
to experience. No picture of a coming 
royal prosperity and glory could well 
exceed that of the sixtieth chapter of 
Isaiah. Ezekiel also, speaking of the 
same events, seems fully to share in the 



expectation of a restored glory and 
continuous reign under its own auspices 
of the Israelitish kingdom in Jerusalem. 
It is generally conceded that the 
great prophets spoke from the back- 
grounds of their own respective ages. 
They dealt in lessons intended for their 
immediate contemporaries. In this 
view it is an obvious assumption that 
the people to whom the prophecies were 
addressed would naturally themselves 
expect to enter into the experiences and 
inheritances so gloriously promised. It 
is well known that a literal kingdom of 
material glory was a vision which, for 
many centuries certainly, was never 
divorced from the popular Jewish 
thought. It seems clear that the gen- 
erations to whom the prophets made 
their direct appeal had no such pre- 
science as to kindle them with enthu- 
siasm over promises which at best would 
receive fulfilment only in far-off cen- 
turies. I must believe it a sane view 
that the prophets themselves had no 
such thought. They themselves spoke 
under the inspiration and pressure of 
great convictions. They doubtless be- 
lieved that the omnipotent and righteous 
God would, through the chosen Israel, 
certainly bring to pass great transforma- 
tions for the world. It was not the fault 
of their basic premise that their glowing 
predictions did not receive immediate 
fulfilment. Their time-perspective was 
at fault. They did not themselves have 
clear apprehension of the purely spiritual 
character and the world-democracy of 
that realm toward which God was work- 
ing. God's evolutionary moral diagram 
for the entire human race entered only 
very imperfectly into their vision. It 
cannot be rationally doubted that both 
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the great prophets and the people whom 
they led lived in the confident expecta- 
tion of glorious realizations which their 
eyes were never permitted to behold 
and into whose actual experiences they 
never entered. 

What were the material facts? A 
poor remnant of Israel actually returned 
to Jerusalem. Its people only met with 
disappointed ideals. They were them- 
selves poor, socially ostracized by the 
prosperous heathen who had come to 
possess the land. They lacked both 
the wealth and the zeal needed for the 
rebuilding of the Temple, the glory of 
which their prophetic teachers had set 
forth. For generations their religious 
faith and life were corrupted by un- 
hallowed contact with the heathen and 
by forbidden marriages with the daugh- 
ters of idolatry. As for the promised 
restoration of the kingdom, this hope, in 
a material sense, proved illusive. The 
Jewish people nevermore, save for a 
brief period of eighty years, beginning 
with 142 B.C., were privileged to have an 
autonomous national life. Thus, as 
men write the records of nations, the 
Israelitish people were never permitted 
to enter upon the triumphal career and 
the fruitful heritage so vividly promised 
by their prophetic teachers. 

There is much in the New Testament 
that seems to point to Christ as being 
in himself the true fulfilment of ancient 
messianic prophecy. One thing is true: 
If, contrary to the present large con- 
sensus of Old Testament scholarship, 
we should assume to identify a late 
historic individual with Isaiah's "Im- 
manuel," the "Wonderful," the "Coun- 
cilor," the "Branch," the "Suffering 
Servant," the "Bozrah" conquerer, not 



to mention many other personations, 
then in function, in moral perfection, in 
historic feature, Christ of all characters 
most perfectly expresses the type. 

But if we could definitely place 
Christ as the one distinctive and sole 
character seen in the foreground of all 
messianic prophecy, even so we could 
not escape mystery and illusion. The 
prophecies were uttered primarily to 
the Hebrew people. They acquired a 
national habit of anticipating a Messiah. 
This habit was in full tide when Jesus of 
Nazareth actually made his appearance. 
But his person, his social environment, 
his announced mission, his teaching 
concerning God's Kingdom, all were so 
diverse from their view of the prophetic 
teaching as to lead to the well-nigh uni- 
versal rejection of Jesus by the Jews of 
his generation. 

Christ was to the Jews more than a 
"stumbling-block." They felt so out- 
raged and indignant at his claims that 
they sought and secured his crucifixion 
as a false teacher. They judged him as 
a traitor to their religion, as a criminal 
iconoclast against the faith which had 
been handed down to them from the 
prophets. No matter how superlative 
and peerless is the impression which 
Jesus has continuously and increasingly 
made upon the mind of the Christian 
centuries, it remains to this day true 
that the Jews in all lands have well- 
nigh totally rejected his claims to the 
messiahship of Hebrew prophecy. 

We are sadly prompted to ask, What 
then? Is prophecy but a worthless 
dream — a delusion? Let the answer 
forever be — No. There is some im- 
perishable and invincible reason why, in 
the last court of decision, in the united 
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moral conscience of the race, the voice 
of the old Hebrew prophet should be 
accepted as final authority. The old 
prophets planted their feet upon im- 
movable foundations. They had clear 
vision of theprimal and eternal righteous- 
ness. They were light-clear in the convic- 
tion that this human world could never 
come to its best save as it should be 
indissolubly wedded to the spirit and rule 
of divine righteousness. They never lost 
sight of this eternally fundamental 
thing. So always and fearlessly coupled 
with their brightest predictions was 
heard the thunder of relentless doom as 
against all unrighteousness. 

The moral sense of mankind has never 
reversed this old prophetic ethic. The 
world has grown vastly in material 
knowledge. Human ingenuity has dis- 
covered innumerable devices for the 
employment and diversion of mankind. 
Wealth, multiplied art, fashion, luxury, 
lust, war, autocracies of kingship and of 
priesthood, innumerable passing inven- 
tions — these all have been tried out to 
their last potencies, and not one, not all 
together, have proved a capacity for 
producing an ideal world, for develop- 
ing the ideal human character, or for 
satisfying the deep and insatiate moral 
hunger of the soul. The fundamental 
and everlastingly significant thing about 
man is — his moral constitution. He was 
made for God, made for eternity. He is 
primarily and potentially endowed for 
citizenship in an imperishable moral 
kingdom. It would seem that the 
cumulative lessons of human history 
ought by this time to have convincingly 
impressed the thinking man that any- 
thing in character short of moral whole- 
ness is an abortive product. 



In the present world-war what voice 
is more definite or emphatic than that 
which testifies to the utter vanity of 
kingly and selfish ambitions? On this 
broad and crowded arena the fact most 
impressively revealed to the world is a 
monstrous development of f rightfulness, 
the fact that from a kingly and militant 
lust of power there may spring up a 
flagrant and indescribable harvest of 
wickedness and cruelty. It is the very 
genius of this power to work wholesale 
havoc and tragedy in civilization. The 
world can never be saved either by its 
kings or by its militant armies. 

If humanity as a whole were an expert 
learner in the school of Providence its 
next universal experiment would be a 
turning to righteousness, the reverent 
putting of its face toward the throne 
of a holy God. All lesser experiments 
than this have been amply demonstrated 
as failures. In the meantime the spirit 
of prophecy remains the most valuable 
leaven in human thought. Prophetic 
idealism is the most healthy stimulus 
of the world. What a world this would 
be if let absolutely down upon a plain 
of naked materialism! Indeed what a 
sodden, stupid, unaspiring, blase, lust- 
sated, criminal, helpless, and hopeless 
world this would be were it not for 
the prophetic, inspiring, and uplifting 
ideals which now breathe through all 
its atmospheres! 

So as the salt purifies the sea the 
spirit of prophecy will always remain 
the most saving thing in all our human 
world. The prophet is the one man 
most responsive to divine inspirations. 
He is the one man who has the clearest 
vision of eternal things. He is the one 
guide up the difficult slopes that lie 
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between the present and God's final 
goal for humanity. Thus it is that the 
spirit of prophecy can never die. All 
moral geniuses belong to the unbroken 
prophetic order. Happily their kind is 
multiplying in the earth. The goal may 
be far or near, but the vision of its per- 
fection ever enlarges in prophetic 
thought. We do not know when it 
shall come, and it may not be ours to 
trace infallibly the method or the process 
which shall usher in the "far-off divine 
event." Evolution seems slowly to 
climb the hills of God's consummations, 
but it may be more true than many good 
men have thought that this is the 
course along which God shall guide the 
race to the portals of the coming king- 
dom. A calm survey of the cosmic 
diagram does not seem to furnish proof 
that God, as measured by man's fever- 
ish impatience, is in any hurry. He 
commands exhaustless capital of time. 
With him a thousand years is as a single 
day, and a single day is as a thousand 
years. 

It is certain that many a modern 
prophet seems confidently to trace to 
its goal the progress of mankind along 
the far-flung vistas of the evolutionary 
process. Professor John Fiske says: 

The future is lighted for us with the 
radiant colors of hope. Strife and sorrow 
shall disappear. Peace and love shall 
reign supreme. The dream of poets, the 
lesson of priest and prophet, the inspiration 
of the great musician, is confirmed in the 
light of modern knowledge; and as we gird 
ourselves for the work of life we may look 
forward to the time when in the truest sense 



the kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdom of Christ, and he shall reign forever 
and ever, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

The imperial Browning, voicing his 
own philosophy, makes the mediaeval 
mystic say: 

For these things tend still upward, progress 

is 
The law of life, man is not man as yet. 
Nor shall I deem his object served, his end 
Attained, his genuine strength put fairly 

forth, 
While only here and there a star dispels 
The darkness, here and there a towering 

mind 
O'erlooks its prostrate fellows; when the 

host 
Is out at once to the despair of night, 
When all mankind alike is perfected, 
Equal in full-blown powers — then, not till 

then, 
I say, begins man's general infancy. 

The peerless Laureate says: 

Where is one that, born of woman, altogether 

can escape 
From the lower world within him, moods of 

tiger, or of ape ? 
Man as yet is being made, and ere the 

crowning Age of ages, 
Shall not aeon after aeon pass and touch him 

into shape ? 

All about him shadow still, but, while the 
races flower and fade, 

Prophet-eyes may catch a glory slowly gain- 
ing on the shade, 
Till the peoples all are one, and all their 
voices blend in choric 

Hallelujah to the Maker: "It is finished. 
Man is made." 



